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dividual.' There still is some fear of being identified as a 
'white liberal.' But they say, 'I don't have to make a 
statement; I will just do; I will act.' " 
In the whole struggle, the federal government of the 
sixties played the role of "sympathetic referee," Lewis 
said. "Today, people-black and white--don't see the 
government as a sympathetic referee. Local people feel 
completely out of it as far as the federal government is 
concerned. The federal government is not responding." 
The King and Kennedy assassinations also had their 
effect on the spirit of the people, Lewis believes. "The 
little people-again, black and white-identified with 
them. They had a greater degree of hope." 
These developments and new conditions have some 
implications for Lewis's Voter Education Project but the 
emphasis will remain on the basic goal of local voter regis-
tration of blacks. VEP makes small grants only to local, 
indigenous groups across the South. "We probably have 
greater contact with local groups than any other organiza-
tion and I see us as broadening that base of contact," 
Lewis said. VEP has funded its first Mexican-American 
group in Texas and is planning to help register some low-
income whites in Tennessee. 
As an organization primarily for white liberals, South-
ern Regional Council is concerned about its role in the 
new stage of the region's civil rights activity. SRC cur-
rently has a Special Review Committee to study how the 
organization should operate and what its goals should be. 
SRC's executive director, Paul Anthony, says that 
"one of the most pertinent questions today is, 'Where is 
the white liberal, what is he doing?'" He continued: 
"You could argue, for all purposes, that SRC is a mid-
dle-class outfit, both white and black members. You 
could argue that we are-as we have traditionally been-
particularly conscious of the white community as our con-
stituency and, I repeat, that is not our whole 
constituency. . .. But we have tried to reach the white 
opinion makers and the white leadership." 
Although SRC formally ended its membership pro-
gram in the mid-fifties, the organization has provided finan-
cial and technical assistance to state human relations coun-
cils over the years. "In 15 years, SRC spent more than 
$2 million on locally controlled, inter-racial movements," 
Anthony said. 
"Where they now are vigorous, they are vigorous 
largely because they have, for all purposes, given up 
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any emphasis on encouraging an inter-racial harmony 
per se. They have adopted a constituency far more 
specific and controllable. The best example is the 
Georgia Council on Human Relations, which re-
mains a statewide inter-racial effort but has a vigor-
ous young black man as its director. Its sole pro-
gram is black economic development in Hancock 
County, Ga." 
Blacks are in political control in that black-majority 
county and the economic development programs there in-
clude a catfish farm co-operative, a loan fund for black 
businessmen, a black theater and a cement-block factory. 
The Georgia Council will receive grants totalling one mil-
lion dollars this year, according to Anthony, and will 
spend "99 per cent on that one project in Hancock 
County." This will amount to more than all the other 
state councils together will receive, he noted. 
"Southern Regional Council came into existence sym-
bolically as a body of Southerners, white and black, and 
has had an overriding purpose during its lifespan to inte-
grate the institutions of the region," Anthony said. "They 
have attempted to do this-and still do-largely through 
having white and black Southerners persuading those who 
control institutions or make policy, to integrate." 
Anthony reports that there currently is a "vocal minor-
ity" opposed to this role for his organization. "A majority 
of the staff and council leadership still wants SRC to have 
the purpose of integration as its overwhelming purpose. 
We want to be the influence that causes others to make 
this happen," he says. 
But opposition to this role comes from "young 
blacks" on to "foundation officials," who refer derog-
atorily to such a role as "teasipping" and "not where 
the action is." Anthony notes that "there is pre-
cious little place any more in government or in the 
foundations for the gentlemanly conniver." 
Anthony reports that he has far more difficulty raising 
foundation support for his three-quarters of million dollar 
budget than he would have for raising the same amount 
for a local action project. 
"If SRC wanted to be an action agency, we could do 
so." But he is convinced that both approaches-the 
"gentlemanly conniver" and that of an action program-
are necessary. "If everyone jumps on the single ap-
proach, we will be making a mistake," he said. 
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State advisory committees 
The U. S. Commission on Civil Rights is planning a national conference 
for its state advisory committees - -the first meeting of all the state 'groups in 
about five years. The National SAC Conference will be held at Washington's 
Statler -Hilton on April 1-3. A commission spokesman in Washington said 
that the conference would "take a new look" at what the responsibility and 
continuing roles of the advisory committees should be during lithe new era" 
of civil rights. Each state committee is expected to be represented by its 
chairman and at least one or two individual members. One area of special 
interest will be civil rights developments in the growing suburban areas of the 
nation. Two open meetings on this subject were held recently in Baltimore 
and St. Louis. Although the formal program has not been announced, it is 
anticipated that President Nixon will address one session of the national 
conference. 
Black television newsmen 
There are, at the most, seven black reporters who appear on network 
television news broadcasts, network sources have informed RRIC o They are 
Bill Matney, Gordon Graham and Norma Quarles of NBC; Jim Giggins and 
Mal Goode of ABC; Hal Walker and Chance Williams of CBS.; Matney is White 
House correspondent for NBC, and Gordon Graha:rn also works out of NBC's 
Washington bureau. Norma Quarles, who works out of New York, is on the 
air about twice a month. Giggins is in Vietnam and Goode covers the United 
Nations for ABC. Walker is in Washington and Williams is in Los Angeles. 
Ponchitta Pierce, who had been with CBS in New York, was released 
on Feb. 19. Lem Tucker, formerly with NBC in New York, resigned some 
time ago to become news director of WaR-TV in New York. Tucker frequently 
substituted for Frank Blair as newscaster on NBC's Today show. 
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